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BY JEFF THOMPSON.
NEW YORK, August 21..At last

there Is a glimmer of hope that wo
.hall yet see James J. Jeffries and Jack
Johqson In tho ring, If only for a few
minutes. Jack Johnson mot Ham Ber¬
ber, manager of tho retired champion.
In Chicago, and' a preliminary agreo-
merit was drawn up, and a permanent
¦takcholdcr selected. But Sam Borger
had to use his'wits to accomplish what
ho did.-.It will bo remembered that
Johnson, while In Detroit, loudly pro¬
claimed that Jeffries must meet him
before ho sallied for Europe and coma
to Bomo agreement, or say that he was
bludlng. Just then Johnson had a vau¬
deville engagement In Toronto, and
needed tho advertising very badly.
Johnson know that Joff was hooked to
sail for Europe ,on September fi, and
that ho (Johnson) would be In Now
York on the samo date. But, bless your
hoart, what did 1 tell you last week?
You couldn't have Inducer! the big ne¬
gro to cunio within a hundred miles of,
Jeffries for any amount of money. Tho
day that Jeffries sailed Johnson was
trying to explain to a Canadian magis¬
trate that he didn't mean to run into
an automobile with his own car, but
the magistrate had his own Idea of
what Johnson meant, and remanded the
inesrro to a Canadian lockup until hu
could furnish nail, which was later In
tho day put up, so that tho negro's
vnudevillo engagement would not bo
Interfered wltii.
According to all reports, Johnson, did

not get a very cordial reception In
tho Canadian metropolis, and Toronto's
music hall managers will bo a little
wary In the futuro about booking tho
big black, unless ho should whip Jef¬
fries.which ho will never do.
But about ttio Berger-.Tohnson meet¬

ing. Berger heard that Johnson in¬
tended' leaving for San'FranclBco on
August 11,and wired a sporting: man
In Chicago asking if Jack would not

Sostpoi.o his coast trip for twenty-tour
tours until ho (Bergor) could got to
Chicago. Hours elapsed and no reply,
and Sam went to bed. About -I o'clock
on the mordlng of August 10 Sam was
awakened by a.bellboy of tho Albany

¦Hotel, who handed him a message
which said that Johnson would not
postpone hjs trip. Sam sat down on
the bed and thought. And then he
thought again. Then he called a mes¬
senger and sent a message which said
.that he could not possibly reach Chi¬
cago before Thursday, August 12. Did
Sam return to bed? Not on your
Samuel. Ho dressed, went down, to
the hotel office, and Instructed tho
clerk to inform all callers that ho was
111 and unable to see any one. Then
Samuel hurried to a ticket office, got
his transportation and boarded aTiven-
tleth Century filer for Chicago. John-
eon was seated In the most comfort¬
able chair In the lobby of his hotel
In Chicago when a bellboy handed him
& card, which read: "Samuel Berger,
New York, representing James J. Jef¬
fries, champion hoavywolgtrt pugilist
of trio world." Johnson had been fair¬
ly caught. There was no escape, After
hours of haggling, a tentative agree¬
ment was drawn up which must -be
ratified by the principals within sixty
days, tho fight to take plrico within
six months after signing of the final
papers.Friends of Jeffries are wondering
what excuse Johnson will Invent for
his failure to meet Jeffries on the Tat-
ter's return from Europe four weeks
hence.

It Is possible that Stanley Ketchel
end Ham Langford will not meet at
the Fairmont Athletic \ Club, of this
city, on Septembers, as has- been ar¬
ranged. Word comes from the. coast
that James J. Coffroth. the San Fran¬
cisco promoter, Is endeavoring to have
the match called off. as he believes'
that Ketchel and Papko In a forty-flve-
roUnd bout "on Labor Day at Colma
will draw an Immense crowd, which,
would give the fighters ten times as
much purse money as they could pos-
Bibly got in#New York with Langford
es an opponent for the Montana Whirl¬
wind. Kotchalhas not. left tho coast
yet, and the outlook Is that New York¬
ers will bo forced to go to the coast
If they want to see Ketchel fight with¬
in the next six months.
Johnson' has announced his inten¬

tion of going to the coast at once, to

Jret Into shape for his battle with
.Cetchel, which Is scheduled for Octo¬
ber, but no one seems to know where
Ketchel Ib. Even his manager, Willus
Britt, claims to have no knowledge of
Ketchel's whereabouts, although when
Ketchel lsft San'FrancIsco he announc¬
ed'that ho was going up in the moun¬
tains for 'a few weeks. Well-Informed
light fans on the coast say that:Ketch-
t\ has gone into socret training In
tho mountains, far away from tempta¬
tion, and that when he emerges from
his retreat will be in line fettle, ready
to take on any and all comers.
Another match Coffroth has In view

Is a bout between Philadelphia Jack
D'Brien and Al. Kaufman. O'Brien beat
Kaufman in twenty rounds a couple,
of years ago. O'Brien is willing to
meet the big blacksmith In a twenty-
round go. but Al., remembering his
former experience with tho '. tricky
Phlladelphian, insists on twenty-live
rounds.

If, this ia the only bone or conten¬
tion between the pair, it should, not be
hard to arrange the match.
Tom McCarey, the Los Angeles pro¬

moter, Is to make a bid for thedeffrjesr
Johnson fight. .Tom says'ho will make
only, ono bid, and that It will be such
a hummer that no ono else will stanO.
-a show. We'll seo about that later,
Tom.
Hugh Mcintosh, who promoted ttio

Burns-Johnson fight In Australia, is
uxpectod here sooni and It Is thoilght
that he will be able to offer apurso
of at least $100,000 for the big men
to go to Australia. It Is almost cer¬
tain that Joffries would never consent
to go so-far away from. homo. Jeff
has a horror of traveling by water, and
If a $50,000 or $50,000 purse could bo
realized In this country. It Is certain

/ that tho club offering sudh a purso
will get tho fight, as far as Jeff Is con¬
cerned, 'e
Reports from the coast say that

Monte Attell is totally blind in .his
left eye. IC he -Is, ho can certainly

.put up a great fight with one. eye, us
Witness his defeat of Jimmy Began, hl,j
old-time rival,' in San Francisco re¬
cently. Owen Movan ."put Morite's left
eyo.on the blink In their battle at
Philadelphia a fow years back, and It
has given him much trouble ever since,

Jack Johnson ought £to ha ablo to


